Background: While smoking prevalence in Korean men has been decreasing, it is increasing in Korean women. Little is known about women's smoking inequalities in Korea. This study was conducted to investigate the association of socioeconomic indicators with the initiation and cessation of smoking among Korean women.
INTRODUCTION
Smoking is a major cause of cancer, cardiovascular diseases, respiratory diseases and premature death. 1, 2) The increase of these smoking-related illnesses and deaths has lead to increased national socioeconomic burden via the increase of medical care costs and the loss of labor productivity. 3) With increased awareness of the harmful eff ects of smoking on both individuals and society, intense tobacco control policies such as the increase of cigarett e tax and the expansion of no-smoking areas have been implemented in Korea. 4) These tobacco control policies has been eff ective on reducing men's smoking. 5) However, women's smoking prevalence has increased. 6) Th e harmful health eff ects of smoking might be more serious in women than in men. Female smokers are more susceptible to lung cancer than male smokers 7) and face additional health risks for female-specific diseases like cervical cancer, infertility and premature menopause. In addition, smoking during pregnancy can cause serious pregnancy complications such as low-birth weight, ectopic pregnancy and spontaneous abortion. 
METHODS

Study Subjects
Variables
Study subjects were classified into ever smokers if they reported that they had smoked at least 100 cigarett es during their lifetime and non-smokers if they reported that they had never smoked or had smoked fewer than 100 cigarett es in their lifetime.
Ever smokers were subclassified into current smokers, who currently smoked, and ex-smokers, who did not currently smoke.
Smoking initiation rate was defined as the proportion of the individuals who had started smoking at least one cigarett e among the total study subjects. 
Statistical Analyses
Every analysis was performed by taking into account sample weights, stratification and primary sampling units from CHS.
Data were expressed as percentage ± standard error. Logistic regression analyses were used to obtain odds ratios ( and P-values < 0.05 was considered statistically signifi cant.
RESULTS
General Characteristics of Study Subjects
The mean age of the study subjects was 42.2 ± 1.1 years (range, 25 to 64 years). Sociodemographic characteristics of the study subjects with smoking status are shown in Table 1 . The initiation rate and the cessation rate of smoking in total subjects were 6.4 ± 0.3% and 27.3 ± 2.0%, respectively. Both smoking initiation and cessation rate was highest in 25-34 age group.
Smoking Initiation Rate
OR and 95% CI of each socioeconomic indicator on smoking initiation are presented in reports from other countries. [12] [13] [14] [15] Generally, smoking among females was popular longer ago in developed countries, and has been more recently increasing in Asian countries including Korea. 7) Women's smoking prevalence may reflect the extent to which their country's culture accepts smoking by women. As women's rights have been extended and women's role in society has expanded, the smoking prevalence This study shows that women's education level is closely related with both the initiation and cessation of smoking.
Education level has been the most frequently studied smoking indicator among the various socioeconomic indicators. 18) Higher educated subjects are less likely to be current smokers, since they are less likely to begin smoking and are more likely to be successful in smoking cessation. [18] [19] [20] Leinsalu et al. 12) reported that educational level was the strongest predictor of the initiation of regular smoking in both men and women. Schaap et al. 20) reported that higher educated smokers are more likely to have quit smoking than lower educated smokers in all age-sex groups in European countries. Higher educated subjects, who are generally more health-conscious, seem to be more responsive to messages about the harmful effects of smoking on health than lower educated subjects. Therefore, anti-smoking campaigns which more eff ective in higher educated subjects could increase educational inequalities in smoking. 14, 21) Presently, the smoking initiation rate was higher in workers employed in manual labor than in non-manual workers. Occupation-related differences of smoking behavior could be a result of job-specifi c toxic environmental exposures or diff erent socioeconomic position reflected in each occupation. 22) Next to education level, occupation is the most frequently using socioeconomic indicator; more prestigious jobs are related to lower smoking rate in western developed countries. 18) Cho et al. 22) reported that non-manual labor was related to higher smoking rate among Korean men and smoking rate in service workers was the highest especially among Korean women. A Finnish study 23) showed smoking was more prevalent among subjects whose parents had manual jobs throughout a follow-up from adolescence to adulthood. This result suggests that smoking in lower socioeconomic classes could extend from one generation to the next. 10, 18) In this study, the smoking cessation rate was the highest among women who had other jobs. Th is fi nding may have refl ected the inclusion of homemakers in other jobs.
Whereas Kim et al. 11) reported household income was related to smoking cessation in Korean men, there was no relationship and full-time homemakers. 27 ) Th e defi nition of smoking initiation varies among studies. As well, the study suffered from the limitations inherent to a cross-sectional study.
Despite these few limitations, the present data is meaningful in that the socioeconomic inequalities in initiation and cessation of smoking among Korean women are revealed for the fi rst time.
In conclusion, the present study documents socioeconomic inequalities in the initiation and cessation of smoking among Korean women. Lower educated women have a higher likelihood of smoking initiation and a lower likelihood of smoking cessation than higher educated women, and the smoking initiation rate of women engaged in manual labor is higher than non-manual workers. Furthermore, education level and occupation are likely important determinants of women's smoking status.
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